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“World Pulse gives me a new life because I can freely raise my voice. Yesterday my neighbors in my rural village of 500 didn’t want to hear from me but today the world is waiting for my voice. It is a powerful revolution for me.” Sunita Basnet, 2009 VOF Correspondent, Nepal

Impact and Assessment

In 2009, 30 women from 21 countries were trained in our five-month long Web 2.0, citizen journalism and empowerment training program. Targeting women in the developing world and in conflict zones, World Pulse and our program partners, The Empowerment Institute, The Press Institute and the Op-Ed Project provided critical skills, knowledge and support to help participants overcome the barriers they faced in getting their voices and solutions heard.  
The goal of our program is to increase the impact of women’s leadership and voice, using Web 2.0 and journalism as the tools for social change. 
Successes from the pilot, include:

· 83% program completion rate even though 93% of participants were from developing nations and conflict zones. 
· 95% of respondents to the final survey said that Voices of Our Future increased their personal confidence, self-awareness and empowered leadership; and 90% said the program increased their technical skills in citizen journalism and web 2.0. 
· Halima Rahman, a journalist in Sudan, had her story on Female Genital Mutilation published on Women’s United Nations report Network.
· Lindy Wafula, a women’s development leader from Kenya, ran for Parliament, and launched two programs: the Rafiki Club, a women’s literacy and education program; and the Community Media Training Program to empower rural women in citizen journalism.
· Based in part on the leadership they demonstrated in our program, Sunita Basnet, a women’s right’s activist from Nepal and Gifty Pearl Abenaab, a youth advocate from Ghana, were chosen to present at the One Young World inaugural youth conference as ambassadors for their countries in London (February 2010) and blog about it on the BBC’s World Have Your Say 
· Gertrude Pswarayi, a human right’s activist from Zimbabwe, launched a computer training program for 60 women and girls in her community.
· Malayapinas, a grassroots democracy activist in the Philippines, was interviewed on CBC’s Dispatches (December 17/20, 2009) based on the article she wrote for Voices of Our Future on the Mindanao massacre
· Eight participants were invited to continue training through The Press Institute, and have become certified staff reporters for our partner organization

· Gail Straub, the Founder of The Empowerment Institute, published a story about Voices of Our Future on the Huffington Post
· $280,000 in-kind resources donated by program partners 
To read the biographies of the 2009 program participants, click on Voices of Our Future.

Evaluation and Lessons Learned

Voices of Our Future 2009 was an amazing journey, filled with courageous and passionate women from around the world.  The momentum that this program has built amongst our community members, partner organizations and media outlets, is astounding. We have learned many valuable lessons along the way, including: 

Scalability Women in the program want to share their new knowledge with their friends, family and communities. We will be launching Each One Teach Five in 2010, a training of trainers learning module, which will give participants the tools they need to reach out to other women in their communities and share the new skills and knowledge they have acquired through Voices of Our Future. 
Busayo Obisakin, who won the scholarship to attend the Empowerment Institute training, has secured funding to start her own Women’s Inspiration Center where women can gather for support, encouragement, the exchange of ideas while having a safe environment to access the Internet.

The Power of Mentoring The mentor relationship was one of the strongest components of the program, affecting not only the participants, but the mentors as well. 
“When I started the program, I never imagined that this was going to the greatest opportunity to build strong and healthy bonds, be a platform that would challenge my creativity, an opportunity that would sharpen my writing skills, shape my world, and a free haven to share “maadwen”-(my perspectives), my dreams, ideas, solutions, answers to global issues as a young woman. Above all, to have life coach- a mentor, a friend, a dream partner to voyage with me.” -Gifty Pearl, Ghana

“And oh! My mentor, she is now my everlasting friend even though the program has ended” –Joanne Wanjala, Kenya

The Importance of Global Community One of the biggest impacts of the program was the sense of community and connection it engendered.  Women found strength in connecting with others worldwide who, even in different countries and cultures, faced many of the same problems, and had many of the same dreams.    

“All of us came here to positively impact ourselves, our families, our communities or the world - and working together, inspiring and informing each other like this - has made all of our dreams seem that much more possible.”      –Tina Garforth, USA

“Voices of Our Future has positively impacted me in all ways.  Perhaps the most visible one is the fact that I was able to connect, for the first time, with women from all over the world and exchange so much with them.  I am deeply thankful for this.” –Jacqueline Patino, Bolivia

Sustainability Key to the program’s on-going success is building in financial sustainability. The Voices of Our Future program curriculum is relevant for a broad audience.  In 2010-2011, World Pulse will develop a fee-for-service model for non-profits, universities and other partner organizations, which will provide training on how to connect and train staff, students and beneficiaries in web 2.0 and citizen journalism.  
Revenue 2009
In total, Voices of Our Future received $50K in grant funding from the following donors: 

Richard A. Busemeyer Atheist Foundation, $5K

Beyond Our Borders Fund of the Colorado Women’s Foundation, $5K

Starry Night Fund of the Tides Foundation, $40K

$280K in donated intellectual property, time and talent from the Empowerment Institute, Press Institute, Op-Ed Project

For any questions, please contact Rachael Maddock-Hughes, Voices of Our Future Program Manager, at the telephone number or email listed below.

Rachael Maddock-Hughes

Telephone (Spain): (+34) 622 506 333
Email: rachael@worldpulse.com
Skype: rachaelmh
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