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MICROBICIDES RESEARCH LITERACY TRAINING ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Global Campaign for Microbicides (GCM) is an international coalition of organisations working to expand HIV prevention options, especially for women. 
In 2008, GCM launched the Microbicides Essentials course on-line at www.HIVPreventionResearch.org.  In June, we will be hosting an in-person training for clinical trial staff and advocates in Africa that will combine content from the Microbicides Essentials course with participatory learning activities.  

The training will take place in Nairobi, Kenya on 18-19 June 2009 and will give participants the tools and practice to speak more knowledgeably and to better answer questions regarding the complexities of microbicide development and testing. Participants will be required complete at least 3 modules of the course by CD-Rom or on-line before attending the training.  
BENEFITS FOR PARTICIPANTS
In this participatory and engaging training, you will learn to:
· Effectively describe the basic science of HIV and how microbicides work in language that is easy to understand 
· Answer questions about microbicides trials.
· Address myths, misconceptions, and rumors about microbicides research.

· Access and use additional resources for further learning.
BENEFITS FOR YOUR ORGANIZATION OR COMMUNITY


This training will enable participants to better communicate complex research concepts to trial participants, communities, advocates, and other relevant stakeholders.  These communication skills are vital for ensuring that trials can move forward successfully, so that new prevention options can be found.   
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:

Participants must be:

· Based and working in Africa.

· Conversant in English.

· Active in the HIV prevention field—either professionally or as a recognized advocate.

· Able to travel to/from Nairobi, Kenya between the 17th and 20th of June 2009. 

· Willing and able to complete a minimum of 3 Microbicides Essentials course modules (which will take approximately 6 hours to complete) by 1 June 2009. A CD-ROM disc of the course can be sent to participants who are not able to complete the course on-line at www.hivpreventionresearch.org. 

TO BE CONSIDERED FOR THE TRAINING:
Complete the attached Microbicides Research Literacy Training Application Form.
Please return to GCM, using one of the methods listed below, by Wednesday, 1 April 2009:

· By e-mail to gwolnitzek@path.org
· By fax to the attention of Gary Wolnitzek at +202-457-1466

A maximum of twenty participants will be selected for this training.  GCM will make the final selection of participants and notify them by email, no later than Thursday, 30 April 2009.
If you are selected, you will then need to complete 3 modules of the Microbicides Essentials course by 1 June 2009. 
SCHOLARSHIPS

There are a limited number of travel scholarships available to selected participants.  No separate application is necessary.
Scholarships will cover the travel and accommodation costs associated with participating in the training. Details of the actual costs covered and other stipulations will be sent to scholarship recipients once they have been selected.  
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CONTACT & TRAVEL DETAILS

First Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Surname: _____________________________________________________________________________
Organization/Affiliation: _________________________________________________________________

What is your job title/role in your organization? ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________

Tel: ______________________________________     Mobile: __________________________________

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________    Postal Code: _________________________________

Country: ________________________________    Do you require a visa for travel to Kenya? _________
Departure/Return Airport:  ______________________________________________________________
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:

Participants must be:

· Based and working in Africa.

· Conversant in English.

· Active in the HIV prevention field—either professionally or as a recognized advocate.

· Able to travel to/from Nairobi, Kenya between the 17th and 20th of June 2009. 
· Willing and able to complete a minimum of 3 Microbicides Essentials course modules (which will take approximately 6 hours to complete) by 1 June 2009. A CD-ROM disc of the course can be sent to participants who are not able to complete the course on-line at www.hivpreventionresearch.org.  

APPLICATION DETAILS

In addition to a complete application form, please include the following:

1. A copy of your CV.


2. Statement of Purpose: On a separate sheet of paper, please draft a statement of purpose, addressing the following points:

a. Why you are applying to attend the Microbicides Research Literacy Training.

b. How you envision using the training in your future work.

c. How your participation in the training will benefit your organization/community.


3. In 300 words or less, please describe your knowledge of microbicides to date and, if relevant, your involvement and length of time in the microbicides and/or HIV prevention research field. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. In 300 words or less, please describe what you hope to gain from this training.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT & SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION

1. Please check one:

⁪ My organization is able to financially support my attendance to this training including travel, accommodation, and meals (Please note: there is no registration fee for this training)

⁪ My organization is able to partially support my attendance to this training.  Please describe what they will be able to provide: ______________________________________________________
⁪ I would like to be considered for a scholarship to attend this training. 
TRAINING PREPARATION


1. I am willing to complete a minimum of 3 modules of the Microbicides Essentials course before coming to the training (more information about the Microbicides Essentials course can be found at http://www.hivpreventionresearch.org/). Course modules can be completed on-line or through the use of a CD-ROM (Please check one). 

⁪ Yes, I will commit to completing a minimum of 3 modules before the start of the training.
2. Do you have access to a reliable internet connection and feel that you could complete part of the Microbicides Essentials course on-line? (Please note: reliable internet access is not a requirement for participation, course modules can also be completed via CD-ROM)


       ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. What kind of operating system does your computer run on (Please check one)?


⁪ Windows XP
⁪ Windows 98
⁪ Vista
⁪ MX or Windows 2000
⁪ Other (please explain): ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

⁪ I do not have access to a computer

Please note: To check which operating system your computer uses, simply follow these instructions:

· From your desktop, click on the “Start” button (bottom left corner of the screen)


· Click on the “My Computer” icon (see first image below)


· Once you have opened “My Computer”, click on “Help” from the menu shown along the top


· Click on “About Windows”, this will open a separate window that should say what operating system you are running and what version you have (see second image below)
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